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  A very busy week for the three winter sports programs for the Blue Raiders 

resulted in some key successes, but also some disappointments as the scholastic 

season headed into its final weeks. On the girls side the Lady Raiders basketball 

team broke its winless streak with its first victory of the season on Friday.  For the 

boys basketball squad the Raiders picked up a pair of big wins over Camp Hill and 

Lower Dauphin but suffered its first division loss at East Pennsboro on Friday.  

And, the wrestling team was still mired in struggles as the grapplers lost four 

straight matches before ending the week with a win.   

GIRLS BASKETBALL  

Middletown 51, East Pennsboro 37 

  Even behind her protective mask it was evident that first-year head coach 

LaSonda Dixon had a big smile on her face following the Lady Raiders’ win over 

the visiting Panthers.  That first victory of the season really made Dixon and her 

players happy following a pair of losses earlier in the week.   

  Junior guard Makayla Claggett posted a game-high 21 points, Amanda Lee 

scored 13 and four other players added to the scoring in the much-needed win.  

The victory came on the heels of a deflating setback at Lower Dauphin the night 

before and gave the young team a pleasing lift.   

  The Raiders got off to a good start, finishing the first period with a 7-0 run to take 

a 15-6 lead.  The run came on a trey by Peyton Attivo and a pair of goals by 

Claggett.  The Panthers’ points came on a pair of triples but East Pennsboro made 

just 2 of 11 shots in the opening quarter.  Tamia Hill and Claggett put together a 6-

point run following an early triple by the Panthers to start the second period.  

Although the Lady Raiders missed a number of shots in the quarter, so, too, did the 

Panthers.  At the half Middletown led 25-18.   

  Attivo started off the second half with a bucket and, following a goal by East 

Penn’s Alexis Erdman, Claggett and Allie Cleland scored 6 straight to give the 

home team a 33-20 cushion.  From there it was a matter of playing ahead which led 

to a 45-26 advantage heading into the final frame.  Things did get a bit shaky after 

that as the Blue Raiders had troubles with turnovers and missed shots.  East 



Pennsboro tried to rally and outscored their hosts 7-2 in the early minutes, but the 

defense held firm and turned away the late charge.  Late scores by Lee and Attivo 

kept the Raiders safely out in front.   

Camp Hill 67, Middletown 50 

  A spirited effort by the Lady Raiders against visiting Camp Hill on Tuesday made 

for an interesting game.  But, in the end, the Lady Lions were just better than their 

hosts in earning the 17-point victory.  Claggett collected 21 points, Lee popped in 

13 and Attivo scored 10 to lead the Raiders in the loss.  But, their efforts were 

overshadowed by Camp Hill ace Ellie Goodwin who registered a game-high 27 

points to lead the Lions to the win.   

The Raiders trailed but just two, 13-11, at the end of the first quarter, but were 

down by nine, 32-23, at the halftime break.  A 14-point third quarter normally 

would have been enough to stay in contention, but Camp Hill, with 6 players 

putting up points, dropped in 23 in the span to run out to a 55-37 advantage 

heading into the fourth period.  Claggett and Lee scored the first 5 points of the 

final quarter and a pair of treys by Claggett and Attivo pulled the Blue Raiders to 

within eleven, 59-48, with 4:12 left.  But the Lions finished strong and held the 

home team to just two points the rest of the way to lock up the win.  

Lower Dauphin 61, Middletown 27 

  On Thursday in the second game of a girls-boys double header, the Lady Raiders 

were simply outplayed from start to finish by the dominant Lady Falcons.  Lower 

Dauphin girls basketball is always good, always in contention for division and 

district titles, and this team was no exception.  The Falcons put up 22 points in the 

first quarter to lead by an overwhelming 43-13 advantage by halftime.   

  At the end of three periods the lead had grown to 55-16 and the balance of the 

game was played with the mercy clock running.  Claggett was off her game under 

the pressure of the Lower Dauphin defense and scored just 9 points, which turned 

out to be a high for the Middletown side.  For Lower Dauphin, Katie Weigle 

scored a game-high 19 points, Olivia Weigher collected 11 and 7 other Falcons 

added points in the win.  

 

BOYS BASKETBALL  

Middletown 67, Camp Hill 66 



  A late, uncontested three-pointer by Camp Hill gunner Cam Ochs ended the game 

as a one-point victory for the Middletown boys, making the game’s final score a bit 

deceiving.  The Blue Raiders got off to a good start and led 24-17 at the end of the 

first quarter and 36-29 at halftime.  The Raiders played well enough to hold off a 

rally by the Lions, who were led by Ochs with a game-high 27 points.  Ochs 

played very well, but only one other Lion scored in double figures.  

  On the Middletown side Tony Powell and Tajae Broadie each put up 15 points, 

Tate Leach recorded 14 and Tymir Jackson chipped in 12 in the balanced scoring 

effort by the winners. In the tightly-played Capital Division contest, foul shooting 

turned out to be a deciding factor.  The Raiders made 21 of 36 free throws, 

including 7 of 13 in the fourth quarter that helped seal the win.  Tate Leach made 5 

of 6 and younger brother Tyson made both of his in the fourth in the 8-minute 

span.   

  T. J. Daniels scored 7 of his 9 points in the first half, while Powell and Broadie 

teamed for 19 markers before halftime to spot the Blue Raiders their 36-29 lead.  

The teams each scored 12 points in the second stanza and the Raiders led by seven 

at the break. Camp Hill actually outscored the Middletown side 37-31 in the 

second half, but that included the late three by Ochs with the Raiders leading by 

four.   

Middletown 50, Lower Dauphin 41 

  In the opening game of the double header at Lower Dauphin on Thursday the 

Blue Raiders took on the task of testing themselves against the Falcons who were 

ranked at the number two 5-A team in District III and serious contenders for the 

Keystone Division crown.  On this night the Falcons were good, but the Raiders 

were just a bit better, resulting in the pleasing 50-41 victory.   

  Tymir Jackson registered a game-high 18 points, one better than L.D.s 6’7 center 

Caleb Gibbs and two better than Falcon guard Josh Gardner, whom both played 

well in the loss.  After the Raiders had jumped out to a surprising 9-0 lead, Gardner 

had the hot hand and scored 10 of his points in the first period to lead the Falcons 

to a 16-13 lead.  Jackson collected 8 of his in the same span. 

  The Raiders pulled a reversal in the second and started off with a 15-0 run before 

Charlie Forney broke the string with 59 seconds left.  That run pushed the 

Middletown five well in front, 28-18, at halftime.  The Falcons came right back in 

the third quarter and, with five different players putting up points, outgunned the 



cooled off Middletown side 15-6 in the period in a successful rally.  The Falcons 

scored the last 13 points of the frame to cut the Middletown lead to 34-33 heading 

into the final 8 minutes.  Gibbs scored from the low post 46 seconds into the fourth 

quarter to temporarily put the Falcons ahead.  But Derek Wall’s bucket off a 

Jackson assist, followed by a pair of Jackson triples off Falcon misses put the 

Raiders ahead to stay at 42-35 with 4:30 to go.  An 8-6 scoring finish for 

Middletown in the latter half of the quarter helped seal the win for the Raiders.   

East Pennsboro 64, Middletown 62 

  Coming off that emotional win against Lower Dauphin and having to play yet 

another road game the following night may have been too much to ask of the 

Middletown players.  That, plus the fact that the host Panthers were playing better 

than they had been, turned out to be a tough assignment for the Blue Raiders in 

Enola on Friday evening.  As a result the Raiders lost their first Capital Division 

game of the year in an upset loss.   

  East Pennsboro’s sharp shooter Devin Shellenberger made 5 threes, the Panthers 

made 9 in all, and the host team held on for the win.  After battling to a 31=31 tie 

at halftime, the Panthers used a slim 18-16 scoring edge in the third quarter to their 

advantage, which proved to be the difference in the contest.  Tajae Broadie 

recorded 25 points, Jackson had 16 and Powell added 13 to the Middletown 

offense that just came up short of victory.   

  The Blue Raiders got off to a slow start and were outscored 19-13 in the first 

quarter.  An 18-12 scoring edge in the second, however, pulled the Middletown 

squad even at halftime.  In the third quarter the Panthers picked up scoring from 6 

different players to eke out a 49-47 lead after three periods of action.  And, in the 

final frame, the teams battled to a 15-15 point draw with the hosts hanging on with 

their slim lead.  A late possession by the Raiders ended in a turnover, denying the 

Blue Raiders a chance to tie the score or go ahead.   

 

WRESTLING 

   Problems with a shortage of players continued to haunt Daniel Riggs and his 

wrestling team throughout last week’s action on the mats.  The results were losses 

in four straight matches for the short-handed squad as the regular season came to a 

close.  The lone win last week came against Steelton-Highspire, a team with even 

less wrestlers than the Middletown mat men.   



Northern Lebanon 59, Middletown 6 

  The Raiders picked up a pair of wins by Matt Mitchell at 215 (6-4 decision) and 

Sebastian Dash at 285 (6-4 decision).  But the team lost at 106, 113, 132, 145, 152, 

160 and 189.  The Raiders also forfeited at 120, 126 and 172.   

Elizabethtown 54, Middletown 15 

  At Elizabethtown on Wednesday Ayden Miller won by forfeit at 189, Mitchell 

decisioned Hottenstein 3-2 at 215 and Dash won by forfeit at 285 for the Raiders’ 

only wins.  The Raiders forfeited at 145, 172 and 26. The other losses all came by 

falls.   

Lower Dauphin 60, Middletown 9 

  The Falcons have a long history of winning wrestling and had little trouble in the 

overwhelming 60-9 win on Thursday in Middletown’s gym.  Down 18-0 early in 

the match Middletown picked up a pair of victories when Mitchell decisioned 

Domenic DeFrank 7-1 at 215 and Dash stopped Aaron Moyer 9-2 at 285.  At 113 

Chance Sweeny shut out Jorge Burgos 6-0, but Lower Dauphin won the next 6 

bouts via forfeits at 120, 126 and 145 and pins at 132, 138 and 152 to cruise to the 

win.   

Harrisburg 50, Middletown 15 

  On Saturday morning Harrisburg came calling, bringing a nearly full squad with 

them and claimed the easy win because of it.  Without both Mitchell and Ayden 

Miller to help, the Raiders struggled once again.  The Cougars won the opening 

bout at 285, but Sam Miller picked up a forfeit win at 106 and Sweeny fought for a 

double extra period 9-8 decision at 113 to give the home team a 9-6 lead.  The 

Raiders forfeited at 120, there was no match at 126 and Rha’Kye Wise won by 

forfeit at 132 to edge the Raiders back in front 15-12.  But the home team would 

not score again.   

  Dominic Corradi lost vis pin at 138, the Raiders forfeited at 145, Isaac lost a 

major decision at 152, Vinnie Corradi was pinned at 160 and the Raiders forfeited 

at 172 and 189 leading to a 47-15 advantage for the Cougars.  At 215 Dash battled 

Harrisburg’s James Murray to a 1-1 stalemate forcing extra time.  Murray ended up 

with a 2-1 win with an escape in the third extra period.   

Middletown 36, Steelton-Highspire 12 



  In their second dual of the day on Saturday the Blue Raiders got the win against 

the Rollers who brought just two wrestlers to the match.  The two wrestlers who 

did get to grapple both lost, however, giving Steel-High its only points.  Dominic 

Corradi at 138 and Troy Stein at 285 both lost by pins against Anthony Johnston 

and Kyler Raye-Williams.  The wins for the Middletown team all came through 

forfeits. 

  

 

 

   

 

 


